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Sea of Flags, Memorial, Dinner Highlight EIU's 9/11 Commemoration
Sep-08-2011
The gateway to Eastern Illinois University will be transformed into a sea of red, white and blue as the institution commemorates the
10th anniversary of the September 11 attacks in New York, Washington D.C. and Pennsylvania.
Volunteers from ROTC, the Student Veterans of Eastern and others will honor the 2,975 victims by placing flags on the lawn directly in
front of Old Main (the "Castle"). According to Lt. Col. Stephen Knotts, there will be 2,603 U.S. flags and 372 foreign national flags in
place from Friday through Sept. 16.
"Not many realize that over 10 percent of the people killed that day were from other countries," he added.
According to Knotts, the university and local communities will see the display of flags, each measuring 12 inches by 18 inches and
standing a foot apart, as a remembrance of what happened that fateful day.
Other commemorative activities include a 9/11 Tribute Community Dinner and a 9/11 Memorial, both scheduled to take place Sunday
and both open to the general public.
Live entertainment, a bounce house, silent auction and free food will highlight the community dinner being held at the Coles County
Fairgrounds. Entertainment begins at 4 p.m., with food being served from 5 to 7 p.m. The event will end with a moment of reflection.
According to Rachel Fisher, director of Student Community Service, pulled pork, sides, dessert and drinks will be available for 200
people - first come, first served.
"This is an event that we've wanted to do for several years and that we want to become an annual fall happening," Fisher said. "It's an
event that helps us celebrate our community and, in this instance, celebrate our emergency responders who wake up every morning
knowing that it could be another 9/11."
The 9/11 Memorial will begin at 7 p.m. in the University Ballroom, located in the MLK Jr. Union, and will feature comments from local
police and firefighters.
"We will reflect on the day and receive encouragement on how to build forward with hope and kindness," Fisher added.
Additional activities/events scheduled for the coming week (Sept. 12-16) include the following:
• A 9/11 Memorial Blood Drive, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, Sept. 9, University Ballroom.
• Day of Service, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, featuring various opportunities for the campus and surrounding community
members to engage in service activities. See http://www.eiu.edu/volunteer/ for details.
• First Aid Workshop: Basic First Aid, 1 p.m. Monday, Library Quad.
• Screening of "United 93," followed by a panel discussion titled "Mediated Images, Memory and 9/11," 6 p.m. Monday, Doudna
Lecture Hall. Panelists to include Marita Gronvall, Carrie Wilson-Brown and Rick Jones, all from Eastern's Department of
Communication Studies.
• First Aid Workshop: Patient Carries and Safe Evacuations, 1 p.m. Tuesday, Library Quad.
• "Free Speech in Times of War" - a panel discussion, 6 p.m. Tuesday, Doudna Lecture Hall. Panelists to include EIU faculty
members Jon Coit, history; Stephen Knotts, military science; James Tidwell , journalism; and Karen Swenson, political science.
• First Aid Workshop: Fire Suppression and Fire Extinguisher Operation, 1 p.m. Wednesday, Library Quad.
• "Post 9-11 Political and Social Implications" - a panel discussion, 6 p.m. Wednesday, Doudna Lecture Hall. Panelists to include
Rich Wandling, political science; Muhammad Rizwan, graduate student in technology from Pakistan; and Lt. Col. (retired)
Laurence Sefren, former chair of Eastern's Military Science Department.
• First Aid Workshop: Simple Treatment of Shock, 1 p.m. Thursday, Library Quad.
• First Aid Workshop: Splinting Injuries, 1 p.m. Friday, Library Quad.
• Free Speech Open Mike and Wall, all-day event on Friday, Library Quad. Hosted by the Journalism Department.
In addition, EIU's Booth Library will host exhibits of front pages from newspapers around the world from 9/11 and the capture of Bin
Laden, 9/11 materials appropriate for children, and library resources related to the Constitution.

